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Advisors: 
MERIDIAN CTC---------------------------	Jack Blattner, Alan Heikkila, Liz Russell, Trish Stokes, Jessica Higer, Kyle Nesbitt, Dan Heikkila, Renee Peugh, Zach Putzier 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN---------------------Kelsey Williams (Bly) and Larie Trotter
MOUNTAIN VIEW------------------------	McKenna Ford and Trish Stokes
EAGLE---------------------------------------	Renee Peugh
CENTENNIAL------------------------------	Liz Russell and Michelle Young
OWYHEE -----------------------------------Michelle Young, Dan Heikkila, Kyle Nesbitt, Larie Trotter
MERIDIAN CTC SECRETARY-----	Michelle Watson



Meridian FFA Frequently Asked Questions

1. What are the benefits of signing up for FFA?

When a student signs up for FFA, they are eligible for all FFA activities, contests and awards.  Students that maintain membership for 4 years are eligible to apply for local and National FFA scholarships when they graduate high school.  All payments for various FFA things will go through the Meridian CTC Secretary.

2. When and how do I obtain an FFA Jacket?

If a student knows they are going to be an active FFA member and would like to invest in a jacket, they can order a jacket through any Meridian FFA advisor or Mrs. Watson by paying $35 and filling out FFA Jacket Scholarship. We will be making a jacket order shortly after our first meeting.  Parents can also order a jacket with a credit card over the internet at ffa.org with the chapter ID number, which is ID0032, and an advisor’s name.  Students that are unsure can borrow a jacket from the chapter or another student.  Students are welcome to use jackets that parents or siblings have used previously.  

3. Does my student have to show animals at the fair or raise livestock?

Students do not have to raise livestock or show at the fair.  If a student does choose to show livestock at the fair, they need to inform the instructors so that all requirements for the fair can be met.

4. What activities would we recommend for a first year FFA member?

We suggest students look at the entire list of FFA activities and find those that they are interested in and pursue them.  However, we have seen a tremendous amount of personal growth if first year FFA members participate in (this list subject to change as COVID guidelines change this school year):
a. The Creed Speaking LDE
b. Chapter Conduct of Meetings LDE
c. Greenhand FFA Degree
d. Gem State Leadership Conference 
e. State FFA Leadership Conference (State FFA Convention)
f. Meridian FFA Chapter Awards Banquet 


5. What activities should a parent/guardian attend with their student?

Parents/guardians are welcome to attend all activities in which the district allows attendance this year.  Parents are especially invited to attend the Creed Speaking LDE & Greenhand Degree Ceremony, the Alumni Scholarship Auction, the Appreciation Breakfast during National FFA Week, and the Awards Banquet if COVID guidelines allow.

6. How does an FFA Member get on a competition team?

Students need to listen to announcements in class, check the chapter Microsoft Teams account, check social media (Facebook & Instagram) and add the Remind 101 text group, to find out exactly when practices begin.  It is important to attend practices since scores for each contest are kept over a series of practices.  An official team of students is then chosen to be on the official team.  Young students need not get discouraged if they do not make the official teams their first year.  

7. Is there a minimum number of activities required for FFA members?

There are no requirements for the number of activities an FFA member must attend. They may participate in as many or as few activities as they wish.

8. What is the SAE project and does a student need an agriculture background to be successful in the FFA?

The SAE program is a Supervised Agriculture Experience that the student designs for themselves.  Potential SAE projects include: growing a garden, raising an animal, working on an ag-related mechanical project, working in an ag-related job, volunteering at an ag-related organization, job shadowing an ag-related career, etc.  Students with no agricultural background have been very successful in the FFA.  If they are self-motivated and willing to work, they can be successful.

9. What will all the activities cost?

The chapter usually is able to pay 30 - 50% of the student’s costs when traveling out of town.  Students make up the remainder.  In the past couple of years, the overnight contests and conventions in the state have cost approximately $70-80 for the students. Amounts vary depending on length of the trip and location. We do have some fundraising activities that students can participate in to make money for travel which include Western Idaho Fair Booth, Produce Sales, Milk Pass Out, and a few others.  The local or chapter activities are either no cost or a couple of dollars.

10. What is the difference between FFA and 4-H?

We do many of the same things and have common goals. 4-H is part of the cooperative extension service and is coordinated by local extension agents through county government and by volunteers. 4-H is not limited to agriculture, but takes includes things like family and consumer sciences and other areas as well. FFA is an integral part of the school’s agricultural science program. Each local program is led by an agricultural science teacher who works for the school. FFA members apply what they learn in the classroom in FFA activities and SAE projects. Students must be enrolled in one agriculture class per school year to be an FFA member. 

*Follow Meridian FFA on Facebook, Instagram or the chapter website (google ‘Meridian FFA’)
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